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Problems

Solutions

Board 2
i KQ98s
| 632
rJ9
i AK2
In this 2/l  auction. what are East's rebid options?

- 2\rf'! Not a good idea witir iiriee siitall in
thc unbid Heart suit.

- 3+? At least that would show the Club
conct' i i tr ;r i ion. but i1 would also sl iow a
strongcr and/or more distributional hand.

- 2s'/ By a process of el imination. East rebids
2.r. Ideally. East would have a 6"' Spade for
this bid. but sometimes it 's not possible. and
ii t ,rr- 2+ is i ire r 'ebicl wir ich is t ire le asl
undesirable.

Scanl 8
s62
v6

Noire Vul
Soulh Wa.;t lVorth Eu.yt

Pass I NT Pass
r Q1'7s2 ??
e 76542
Sorr t l i  worr lc l  l ikc  to  p lay ' in  34 or  39,  whic l rcvc i  is
Nor-th's better minor. What are your methods'?
Some play thal 3* here shows this type of hand.
and that 's convcnicnt on thc rarc occasion u,hcn it
comes up. BLrt i t  might be bettcr to use 1N'l '-3* fbr
other purposcs (such as Puppet Stal,man if you are
i ipt to opcn INT with a,5-ci ir 'd i ir tr. ior).

Do you play Minor Suit 1'ransl-ers ( l NT-2e
trans lb is  to  Clu l , : ; .  INT-2N' t '  to  [ ) ia i i io i ,d ; . )?  I1 'you
do. the ncxt cluestion is "After 1N'f-2NT" do you
ruse 3.i  to say that you l ike Diamonds. or clo you use
3l ' .)" Iror ' i i re t ir ire bvirrg lct 's irssurne l i iat i)  is vour
chosen method (in othcr words, you bid 'em if you
like ' t :m). ln that casr:. the solrrt ion to the above
hand is to bid 2N'l'. transl'erring to l)iarrionds:

- l l  Norlh l ikes Diamonds. she bids 3f and
that is wltct,J slic w'ill play it.

- If North does not like Diamonds. she bids
3.i and again that is where she will play it.

Of course. sonie play the responses to South's
transfer the other w.ay around. and the analogous
metliod in tliat casc is to r.rsc onc of tlicsc scquciiccs:

- lN't 2.r,2N'f 3e @laying in 3+ when North
l ikes Clubs)

- INT 2a, 3+ -3c (pla5' ing in Diamcnds u.hcn
North does not like Clubs).

N-S \/ul
Eosl South West lVorth
I i Pass 2l Pass
??

Board 2
i  KQ985

" 
532

f .l9
*  AK2

Board 8
i 62

"6r QT752
,e 76542

Board 12
s 976

" 
AQJ83

i 854
*75

Board l8
A AKJ
s Q97
f . I
e 498653

Board 29
i  KQ6

"AQI AJ983
+ K65

Roard 3l
4 KQT96

" 
KJ854

r95
i9

N-S Vul
E,o,sl Soul h
l.r Pass
, ,

None Vul
Soulh LL'c.st

Pass
,1,

N-S Vu l
South Wc.sl

Pass
,,,>

N-S Vul
South tr'l/e.sl

1*  Pass
??

Both Vul
I4/est l\lortlt

1e
,,,

Wesl lVorlh
2r Pass

Norlh l :u,sl
INT Pass

North Eu,sl
l .  l "

llorlh Eu.tl
Pass

l r  Pass

F,usl Soulh
Pass Pass

N-S Vul
Soulh W'esl NLsr llr
Pass Pass l*
l i  Pass 3+
??

Eusl
Pass
Pass



Boarei 12
4 976

" 
AQJ83

o 854
e75

N-S Vul
South West North Eust

Pass I  t  1?
? ,

One possib i l i tv  is  for  South to  l tass 1" ,  in  the
conlldent expectation that North will reopcn with a
Double, which South wil l  pass. But is that really
such a good idca? Rciiicinbcr, N-S ai'c r,'uliicr'ablc,
and I:-W are not. so:

- If N-S have game. then to compensate 1br
that. they niust scoLc no l 'ewcr t irarr l0 tr icks
on def-ense to 1? doubled.

- I f  N-S do not have game, then they mrrst
score 8 tr icks against l? doubled.

Now. as it happens. N-S do not have game but can
.scot'e r300 by cltrf i , i rr l i i rg 1? cloriblccf .  

. [ 'hat 's 
al l

vcry w'ell. but it probably' will not go that way.
Wcst wil l  bai l  or.rt.  either by bidding l i  or by
retlcubling. Whichever West chc.oscs. his s; ide rvi l l
escape tor - 100. and that will not be good fbr N-S.

So. our suggestion is fbr Sc'rrth to bir l  an inrurdiat '- '
lN' l '  af ier the 1? ovcrcall .  I t 's a descript ive and
limit ing bid" which wil l  probably bc passed out.
scuiirtg 8 tr ' icks.

Board  18
i AK.I

" 
Q97

IJ
+ A98653

Sor,rth docs not rcal lv
choiccs are:

N-S Vul
Soulh We,s'l ltiorth L,u,;t

Pass
P'assPass 1+

have a goocl rcbicl hcre. 
'l 'he

- Je.'A bit ambitious. not such a great Ch"rb
suit.  a; id could lcsc the Spadc l i t .

- 2Q: Also a sl ight underbid.
- J.f.' This is supposed to show 4-card support.

but othelwise OK.
- 2s: This is the bid you would most likely

get fiom a panel o1'experts.
We rather l ike 3e ourselves. even though it  is
somewhat unilateral (as it pretty much commits the
parirrrrsi l ; l )  to play irr Spatlt :s). 1111ry1:y1rr. i t  is aboul
right on values, and those Spades are rather fine.

The a.tbrcmcntioncd pancl of expcils r.l'ill not do
well on this board. North has no reason to bid on
after South's 2.r rebid. and they'll play in the part-
score. 

'l 'he 
unifatei'al 3+ bidders u'ill set to (and

make) game.

Boarii 29
i KQ6

"AQr AJ983
e K65
Nt-irth l tas tt l tened 1*. wit i trh is i tassed ai.ound to
West. What are your No 1'rump ranges in this
situation? Here's one possibi l i ty (as usual. you'11
i,ant to allor.r, a littlc fuzziiicss in thcse ranges):

-  INT :  l l - 15
-  Double then NT:  l6-18
-  2NT:  19-20
- Double then Jump in NT: 21-22

So. l icr 'c. Wcst i ; ids 2N1'. altcr w' l t ich i t  inakcs l i fe
easier i f  you play "systems on". Which systeni,
thouglr. the one you r,tse fbr lN' l '  or the one lbr
2N1' ' l  Wc'd suggcst thc 2N1 systcm. not bccauss it
is necessari ly superior in this situation. but because
it 's consistent ( less to rentcmbcr).

Both \,'ul
Wesl lttorth Ea,yt South

I * Pass Pass
, .1

Board 3l N-S Vul
..'KQ't95 Soulli U/c,;t

" 
K.f854 Pass Pass

i  95 l i  Pass
*9  ??

( ' t rns idcr  thcsc threc auct ions:

(A) (B)

l,lorlli Eu.sl
le  Pass
3+ Pass

,\ttrrlh Norlli ,\ttulh Nrtrtli ,\outh l\iortli
Pass l. i  Pass I + Pass l+
l. |  3+ l i  3.t l i  3i
3+ 31 3e

Atrction A is./irc'ing. South has six Spades and is
Iool<ing lbr thc bcst gamc (or :; lam). Shc is not
trying to escape into a better part score. With a
rotten hand. no Club f i t  and long Spadcs- South.just
has to suck it up aii,j pass 3*" liopii'g lbi llrc lresi.

Auction B is commonly used as a flavor of Ner.l.
l"liiior I'oicing. [f so. South lias fivc Spadcs and
may or may not have Hearts. If she does have
Heafts i t  wil l  be.iust fbur of them.

It fbllows that Auction C shows a hand which is 5-5
in the majors (or maybe even more).

So there you have it. On this hand, South bids 3"
(at least 5-5 and enough for game).

Brian Gunnell
v,v,w. v, e dn e s d ay g am e. c o m
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l e
, ,


