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BIDDING 6-PACK

Problems

Board I
+J7

" 
98643

r A32
* QT2

None Vul
Wesl l\,lo.rth

Pass
2) Pass
, ,

Pass 2a

Eust South
2* Pass
2+ Pass

Aficr origrinal ly making a 2t wait ing bid. whnt is
y'our choice now'l Let's assume tliat you have
available a "second negative' '  of 3* for use with
really bad hands. 

'l-hat 
means that anything else

shc'rws somcthing. lct 's say at least a King. That
bcing so" Wcst can choose between:

- 3?: Yes. there are fivc of'thcnr. but w'hat a
rottcn suit!

- 3r: West n'ill probably support Spades later
but thcrc's no rush to do scl with a
cloubleton. i t 's cluite possible that t jast has
onlf i t  ,5-card suit.

- 2NT: This is a lair ly '  wide-ranging bid.
shor, l ' ing some valucs but denying support or
a su i t  wor th b idc l ing . . .  which is  exact ly
wliat Wesl has!

So" you bicl 2N'l  and l:ast bids 3t. Now you can
and shor.r ld support Spadcs. But not by bidding 4e.
it 's better to bid 4r. As you did not bicl 3r earl icr.
4t is clearl,v a cue-bid in support ol 'Spades. Now
East tr ics a cLrc-bid ot '4?. and 1'ou have done y'our
al l .  so you bid 41. lcaving it  up to Paftner to make
any l ir f ther nloves (lvhich hc wil l) .

Board 2
e3

" 
K985'f

) K762
* A.f2

N-S Vul
Soulh trl'a,st North

Board I
s , l7

" 
9864-l

) 432
* QT2

Board 2
i3
v K9854
) K7(t2
* AJ2

Boarcl24
{ 9ft73

" 
K.fs

r AQJ
* 953

Board 26
i AQ963

"KI AK92
e,162

Board 28
s A72
1,1812
rT4
e AKQ2

Board 30
i A93

" 
Q8653

) J952
r3

Nonc Vul
We.st lrlorth

Pass
2) Pass
?'!

N-S Vul
South W'c,vl

|  ? Pass
??

None Vul
,\oulh tr{asl

Pass
?'!

l loth Vul
lttrn'lh East

,,,

N-S Vul
Soulh W'e,st

Pass
Pass

Ett,;l ,\oulh
ztr Pass
2.P Pass

ltiorlh Eu,sl
Pass

2r Pass

ii orl h F,u,s't
l r  2 *

Sottlh 11'csl
I N T

I:u,;l
Pass
Passl v

None Vul
Eust South Wesl llorlh
Pass Pass lNT 2s
n ,

I-et"s look at South's rebid (and let us assunre that
N-S are plaf ing a 2/1 st1, ' le). What would be your
choice'J You could simply raise to 3r. but surely a
more descript ivc bid is 3e. showing Diamond
sllpport and shortness in Spades. Splinters usuallv
work best when we lrave a minimum hand. the
reason being that therc is l i t t le point in iumping the
bidding to ask "Do yoLr like 1,'our hand opposite m1
shortness?". and then when Paftner says "No!".

bidding on anyway because v'e st i l l  l ike ozrr hand.
That being so. 3l is the perfect splinter, after which
South will be happy to leave the rest of the
decisions in Patlner's canable hands.

N o r t h
l.r
2a

Ectsl

Pass
Pass2tr

",,,



Board 24
r 9873

" 
K.Is

i AQJ
e 953

None Vul
Sourh trN/esl liorrh Ea.st

Pass l r  2*
.,.,

Here is a quick refiesher coLlrse in the use of
Negative Doubles when there happen to be /u,rr
unbid majors:

- le fbl lowed bv a l l  ol 'ercal l :  Now a
Negative Double shorvs hoth majors
(usuall-v- 4-4. but could have ,5 []ear1s ...  but
not 5 Spades. that would be a l i  bid). 

' l 'he

adjunct to this trcatment is that a 1? or l i
bid in this situation does not guarantee ntore
than a , l-card suil .

- l l  fol lowed by a 2* overcall :  In this case.
it  is not practical lbr the Negative [)ouble to
guarantee both rna.iors ancJ this Doublc is
used lbr a number of difl'crent hand t)'pes.
incltrding. (a) a hancl which actuallv r/oc,s
trvo 4-card ma.iors. or (b) a hand u'itli a 5-
card ma.jor that was not strong enough to bid
it directly: or (c) a hand w.ith one 4-card
n-ra.ior which has salcty somcwhere clse
(2NT or  h igher .  or  Opencr 's  su i t ) .

So. in thc hand shown. South makes a Ncgativc
Dor-rblc. based on her so-ctilleci Snade sLrit.

Board 26
i AQ963

"Kr AK92
tF J62

Both Vul
. \or th l t t .s t  . \ r t t t lh

, ,1

LYc.tt
I N't '

Assuming that Doublc is natural (showing a good
hand) wor-rld yoLr double lN1'n,i th thc Nor-th hand'l
We don"t recomntend it  because :

- North does rrot have an attractive opening
lead (a Spade lead might give up an carl1,.
tr ick. then a l 'ew'Clubs could be cashed. with
-l 80 or -380 soon appearing on the horizon).

- A Double will make it easier fbr E-W to
compete in Heafis.

So. our sr,rggestion is to bid 2t. I f  the N-S methods
mean that 2t shows "'Spades and a minor'' then so
much the better. but a natural 2l w.ould be fine too.

As it happens, ?.f is the winning call. scraping Lrn a
lucky 8 tricks on the lie of the cards" whereas. if
North leads a Spade against 1N'l'doubled. then the
bottom line fbr N-S is a rather unsichtlv -7801

hrorth Easl
lr Pass
2l Pass

Here's an interesting bidding problcm!
Conventional r.visdom tel ls us that the 4-4 f l t  is
better than tlie 5-3. and sontetimes (particularlir in
the slanr zonc) even betler than the 5-4. On
occasion this is truc. but rvc should also take into
account the clr"ralitl' of the trump sr,rit. and here is a
case in point. South has a choicc betlveen Hearts
(probabl.r" a 4-.1 l i t" but coLrld be 5-4). and Spades
(probabl"u. '  -5-3). Notwithstandins the al luring
charrls of the 4-4 Heart flt. it seerns to us that South
sl iould be sLrpport ing Spacles with that hand. I lerc
are sol-ne reasons r.vlrv:

- In ternls of high cards. South's Spadcs are
bctter than her I lcarts

- South has sonre ( ' lub tr icks .. .  thcv l l 'on't
providc an1' uscful pitchcs in Spadcs (North
has too many,) . . .  but i l-  North has moderate
Hearts (such as Axxx or Kxxx) then perhaps
a I leart loser or two can be pitched awav.

- I1'South bicls 2.r ( l i rrcing) and North rcbids
-3? (presurnabll , '  showing 5-5) then South
can always bid 4v.

Arguc the point i l -  you wil l .  but we suggest that
Sor-rth opts fbr Spades. 

'l-he 
bottom linc? I I tricks

are available in Spades.. iust 10 in Hcarts.

Board 30
i A93

" 
Q86s3

f .1952
+3

Nonc Vul
Eu.yt Soulh tr{e,yt North
Pass Pass I NT 2s
, ,

F.ast's hand is not qr:ite good enough to go to garne.
but hc wor"rld l ike to compete to 3" (not that 3? is a
sure thing. West might well  have a small doubleton
in Hcarts). So^ it 's a good hancl fbr Lebcnsohl,
whereby:

- A direct 3? is game-lbrcing" giving Opener
the choice between 3NT and 4"

- 2NT is conventional. requiring Opener to
bid 3*. after rvhich Responder passes (with
Clubs) or else signs off in 3r or 3v.

That being the case. East bids 2NT. West ntakes tlie
requested bid of 3* and East signs off in 3".

Board 28
q A72
r,1842
rT4
e AKQ2

N-S Vul
South LVe sl

Pass
2e Pass
, ,

i ( r  l lHS" Inc Al l  Rights Resened


