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It goes without saying that South does not have the values to commit single-handedly to game.  Sure, it is a nice hand, but not that good!  Nonetheless, 4♥ is exactly what South should bid here.  In this situation it is necessary to stretch a little.  South has 13, East probably has around 7 or 8, that leaves about half of the deck unaccounted for.  If Partner has her fair share then 4♥ is likely to have a reasonable play.

It turns out that Partner’s hand is:  ♠ J654, ♥ JT64, ♦ J, ♣ KJ74.  A pretty good catch, you might say, and opposite this hand 4♥ comes home (the Heart finesse loses but West’s Q♣ is surely guessable).  But not especially lucky, South might equally well have caught the West hand:  ♠ AKT83, ♥ K3, ♦ T2, ♣ Q862.  Yes, S-W can also make 4♥!
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What are your methods over Weak Twos?  More specifically, what does a cue-bid mean?  Over 2♥ or 2♠ it is common to play that the cue-bid asks Partner to bid 3NT with a stopper in their suit (though some partnerships do play that the cue-bid is still Michaels).  Over 2♦ there is perhaps more reason to play Michaels, and here is what might happen in the two cases:

· If 3♦ asks for a Diamond stopper:  In this case South will presumably bid 3♦ and 3NT by North will be the final contract.  That will be 10 tricks for Declarer (or a whopping 12 if East makes the unfortunate opening lead of a low Diamond).

· If 3♦ is for the Majors:  Now South has the choice between a heavy 3♣ and an off-shape Takeout Double.  Neither is perfect, take your pick.  As it happens, Double is the winner, collecting a large penalty when North passes (+1100 on best defense!).
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This hand is not good enough for 2♠, all the more so considering the Diamond bid on our left.  Nor is it good enough for 2NT.  But it’s a hand we’d hate to pass, so our choice would be 2♦.  Ostensibly this shows a limit raise in Clubs.  We’re a bit light in the Club department, but surely that is better than feebly passing.  After 2♦ the auction will develop as follows:
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Now what?  Is it finally time to show our 5-card Spade suit?  No, that would confuse matters, and anyway Partner can hardly have 3 Spades on this auction (with 3=4=1=5 he would surely have doubled originally).  No Trump is where this hand belongs and East should bid 2NT.
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After a 2♣ opening, it used to be fashionable for a positive response to show at least two of the top three cards in the suit, but that’s rather rigid, nowadays most partnerships allow a little more flexibility.  With such a good hand we would have no compunction about bidding either of North’s suits given the overall playing strength of the hand.  Having said that, which do you prefer?  2♥ or 3♣?  The more economical 2♥ is very much the way to go here.  We expect Partner to bid 2♠ next, now we can bid 3♣, showing positive values and getting both our suits in cheaply.

Look what happens if North bids 3♣ over 2♣, bidding her long suit first.  Now South bids 3♠ and North is completely up the creek!  The rest of the auction will be complete guesswork.  Things are not much better if South starts out with 2♦, reasoning that her suits are not good enough for a positive response.  Now South bids 2♠ and again North will have trouble getting both suits into the auction below the 4-level.
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That 2♥ response was a pleasant surprise!  Surely Partner has at least one of the missing high Hearts so this one is a question of 6♥ or 7♥.  How do we find out about those cards?

· Roman Key Card?  No, we have a void, if we bid 4NT and Partner shows 2 Key Cards, we won’t know if it includes the useless A♣.

· Exclusion Key Card?  That’s a way of excluding the A♣ from the Key Card responses.  Would 5♣ here be Exclusion?  Maybe, but it looks awfully risky to us, we wouldn’t want to take the chance of playing in our void suit!

· Grand Slam Force?  Yes, 5NT is the bid, asking about Partner’s trump holding.

Here is a common set of responses to 5NT:

· With two of the top three, we bid 7♣ (regardless of what is the agreed suit), and let Partner place the final contract.

· With none of the top three, we bid 6 of the agreed trump suit.

· With one of the top three:

                 If Clubs are agreed, then just bid 6♣
                 If Diamonds are agreed:

                  
Bid 6♣ with the Ace or King

                       
Bid 6♦ with the Queen or less

                 If Hearts or Spades are agreed:

                       
Bid 6♣ with the Ace or King 


                     (now 6♦ asks for extra length)

                       
Bid 6♦ with Queen (or extra length)

Board 28

N-S Vul
♠ K94


West
North
East
South
♥ T83


??

♦ AK

♣ AK963
Too good for a 1NT opening?  Yes, with 17 HCP’s, prime values and a 5-card suit we would open this 1♣.  Partner then bids 1♠, now what?  If a hand is too good for a 1NT opening then it must be good enough for a jump rebid to 2NT.  But that’s not a good choice here considering our worthless holding in one of the unbid suits.  So we would try the old fake reverse and bid 2♦.  If Partner has Hearts he can bid the No Trump, perhaps protecting a holding such as Kx.                         © BES, Inc     All Rights Reserved
