
BIDDING 6-PACK   6th Feb 07 
Problems
Board 3
♠ AKQT2

West
North
East 
South

♥ KJT874




Pass

♦ 


??

♣ 63
Board 3
♠ J97653

East  
South
West
North
♥ A9



Pass
1♥
Pass

♦ K76


1♠
Pass
4♦
Pass

♣ AQ


4NT
Pass
5NT
Pass




??
Board 7
♠ AQ4


North
East  
South
West
♥ 9




1♥
Pass

♦ J654


2♣
Pass
2♦
Pass

♣ AKQ32

3♦
Pass
3NT
Pass




??
Board 11
South

North
♠ K

♠ A54


♥ KJ4

♥ A8
♦ 643

♦ AQT2
♣ AKJT93
♣ 8652

How would (or did) you and your partner get to 6♣ on these cards?
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Solutions
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There are three ways to handle those opening hands with 5 Spades and 6 Hearts:

(a) Open 1♠ and then bid Hearts (twice if possible and appropriate), treating the hand as 5-5.  It’s not ideal to distort the distribution like that, but perhaps the best solution with a weak hand, especially if the Spades are appreciably stronger than the Hearts.

(b) Open 1♥, planning to rebid 2♥ if Partner responds 1NT.  This method gives up on any 5-3 Spade fit, but nonetheless a reasonable approach with a weak hand, all the more so if the Hearts are strong and the Spades are weak.
(c) Open 1♥, planning to rebid 2♠ (twice if necessary) if Partner responds 1NT.  This accurately describes the distribution, but it is a reverse, requiring a good hand.  Our own tendency is to stretch these hands into a reverse unless they are really weak, after all 5-6 hands do have a lot of playing strength.
Those are the options, what is your choice?  Only 13 HCP’s, but they are all working in the long suits, and the hand has only 4 losers.  Definitely a reverse, so we open 1♥, planning to bid Spades later.
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This one is a methods check.  4♦ was a Splinter, that much is pretty clear, but what is that 5NT response to Roman Key Card?  The most common treatment is that it shows two Key Cards and a void.  Perfect!  That’s all you need to bid 7♠ with assurance.  Well, maybe not complete assurance, though surely Partner has the K♥ for that strong bidding, and, failing that, even Kxx in Clubs without the K♥ would be enough.
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This is an awkward hand.  North has not yet shown those extras but is not strong enough to insist on slam or charge into a Roman Key Card auction.  What would 4NT mean here?  For many partnerships that would indeed be Roman Key Card (with Diamonds the agreed suit), but experience shows that using 4NT for minor suit Blackwood is not effective.  There are better methods available, such as Minorwood and/or Redwood.  If Minorwood is being played by N-S, then 4♦ would be available as the Roman Key Card ask, this auction passing the two basic tests:

· The auction was game-forcing

· Diamonds had been agreed

So, playing Minorwood, does that mean that North should bid 4♦, asking for Key Cards?  We don’t think so, our own choice would be 4NT.  As this is no longer needed for Blackwood it can be used as a general (and non-forcing) slam try.  On the actual deal, South held: ♠ KJ, ♥ QT543, ♦ AK732, ♣ 7.  That’s a pretty good hand in the circumstances and worthy of a 6♦ bid.
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The time has finally come for The Wednesday Game to tackle the thorny subject of Inverted Minors, and it is featured as our Convention of the Week.  There are various Inverted Minor follow-ups, this was the meaning of our featured auction:

· 2♣: Invitational values or better, no 4-card major.  North might have bid 3NT (showing 13-15) but reasoned that she was too slammish for that.

· 2♥:  As played by this pair, 2♥ showed something in Hearts and was game-forcing.

· 2NT:  Natural

· 3♣:  Still forcing, of course, presumably interested in a Club slam.

· 3♦:  Shows something in Diamonds, cooperating in the slam hunt.

· 4♣:  Minorwood

· 4♥:  Using 1430 responses, so this shows 0 or 3.
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If South’s Diamonds were stronger, the hand would be suitable for a 1♦ opening and a 3♦ jump rebid.  But we’d hate to jump rebid that mangy suit, and it also seems misdirected to open 1♦ and rebid 2♦.  So, although we are not particular fans of 1NT openings with a 6-card minor, here it seems like the best opening bid available.
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South’s Double was for take-out and 2♦ was North’s choice of contract.  Will 2♦ make?  No, of course not!  Should East double?  Absolutely not!  Beating 2♦ undoubled and vulnerable will surely be worth +200 or +300, good enough for most of the matchpoints as E-W clearly do not have game.  East can count Partner for 4-5-0-4 distribution after this auction, so the opponents have a 7-card Spade fit, presumably with the 4 in the South hand.  If East doubles, one or other of N-S will no doubt run to 2♠, a contract which happens to make!  So, let us not be greedy here!
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