
BIDDING 6-PACK   16th Jan 08 
Problems
Board 3
♠ Q87


West
North
East
South

♥ AKJ653




Pass
♦ Q64


1♥
Pass
2♥
Pass

♣ K


??
Board 6
♠ J


East
South
West
North

♥ A7


Pass
Pass
1♦
1♠

♦ 87632

??

♣ Q9852
Board 9
                   Board 22

Here are two hands with a common theme:
♠ J2


          ♠ K754

♥ QJT86

          ♥ KJ842
♦ 964


          ♦ T7
♣ AT2


          ♣ 82
You  Opp  Pard   Opp           You  Opp  Pard  Opp
                1♥
    Dbl                    1♦     1♠      Dbl

??


           ??
Board 10
♠ A63


South 
West
North
East
♥ KQT32




1♠

♦ K


2♥
2♠
3♠
4♠

♣ J543


??
Board 13
♠ AKT7

West
North
East
South

♥ KT92


Pass
Pass
Pass

♦ 75


1♣
1♦
1♥
1NT

♣ KJ6


??
Solutions
Board 3
♠ Q87


West
North
East
South
♥ AKJ653




Pass
♦ Q64


1♥
Pass
2♥
Pass

♣ K


??
West has 15 HCP’s, a 6-card suit and a singleton.  That would normally be plenty to make a game try in this situation.  But not here, the hand has defects:

· That singleton K♣ could be useless and would be more gainfully employed in a longer suit.

· Qxx in a side-suit is another unpromising holding and this hand has two such side-suits.  Those Queens would be more appetizing if accompanied by other honor cards, even just a Ten would be helpful.

Think how much better this hand would be if, keeping the same shape and honor cards, we changed it to:

♠ KQ8



♥ AJ6543




♦ KQ6




♣ 2

Here there are no dangling Queens, no singleton King, the honors are working together, this hand is easily worth a game try.  In fact, some would say that it’s worth bidding game directly with these cards.  Quite a difference!

Board 6
♠ J


East
South
West
North

♥ A7


Pass
Pass
1♦
1♠

♦ 87632

??

♣ Q9852
Clearly this hand is worth a Diamond raise, bit which one?

· 2♦?  No, that would be altogether too feeble, don’t you think?  Well, if you bid 2♦ planning to compete to 3♦ later then perhaps it’s only semi-feeble.

· 3♦?  As generally played, this would be preemptive, but we really hate to preempt with an outside Ace.

· 2♠?  Yes, that’s the ticket!  Let’s upgrade this lovely 7-count to a limit raise!  5-card support, an Ace, a singleton, 5-5 distribution.  Looks like enough to us.

Board 9
                   Board 22

♠ J2


          ♠ K754

♥ QJT86

          ♥ KJ842
♦ 964


          ♦ T7
♣ AT2


          ♣ 82
You  Opp  Pard   Opp           You  Opp  Pard  Opp
                1♥
    Dbl                    1♦     1♠      Dbl

??


           ??
Both of these hands are what we would consider to be “constructive raises”, which is to say somewhere between a preemptive raise and a game-invitational raise.  Those who play Bergen Raises are familiar with constructive raises in an uncontested auction, and, in the last Wednesday Game (2nd January, Board 24), we discussed how the idea may be extended to certain contested auctions.  The general idea is that, when Partner has opened or overcalled one of a major, then jumps to 3♣ or 3♦ are constructive raises with 4-card support, as in:
            Them 
Us    
Them  
Us


Pass   
1♠      
Dbl
3♣/3♦
                      
1♥      
1♠      
3♣/3♦
 
          
1♥      
1♠      
Pass   
3♣/3♦
 
                      
1♥      
2♣     
3♦
In all these auctions (as well as those from Boards 9 and 22), jumps to 3♣ and 3♦ can be used to show a 4-card constructive raise, one method being:

· Jump to 3♣ is a constructive raise with a singleton somewhere

· Jump to 3♦ is a constructive raise with no singleton

· In the last case, 3♣ is not a jump, so 3♦ does double duty (with or without singleton).

Board 10
♠ A63


South 
West
North
East
♥ KQT32




1♠

♦ K


2♥
2♠
3♠
4♠

♣ J543


??
North’s 3♠ created a Forcing Pass situation, so after the opposing 4♠ bid, the three obvious options are:

· 5♥:  Bidding 5♥ (or 5♣ or 5♦) shows a strong preference for playing the hand.  Such a bid is more likely to be based on extra distribution than on extra HCP’s.

· Dbl:  This suggests a hand that prefers to defend, and that bid is as likely to be made on poor offensive values as it is to be made on strong defensive values.

· Pass:  The beauty of the Forcing Pass situation is that South can pass here, safe in the knowledge that Partner will bid again.  The Pass says “I’m undecided, I’m not sure whether we should declare or defend, you choose”

Those are the options, what is your choice?  We would say that this hand should be leaning strongly towards defending … no extra trump, the singleton is a King, control of the trump suit (increasing the chances of getting a defensive ruff or two).  So, we would double.  Partner will not be bound to pass that Double, but she’ll know our preference and only pull it with a good reason.
Board 13
♠ AKT7

West
North
East
South

♥ KT92


Pass
Pass
Pass

♦ 75


1♣
1♦
1♥
1NT

♣ KJ6


??
This one is not so much a problem, more of a refresher course in Support Doubles.  Generally speaking, when Opener makes his rebid in the face of competition on his right, a Double (or Redouble) shows 3-card support for Responder’s suit, and a raise of Responder’s suit shows 4-card support.  Well, at least that is the method for those pairs that are playing Support Doubles.

However, are you quite sure that your partnership is on solid ground when RHO (in this case South) bids 1NT naturally?  There are two common approaches here:

· Double shows extra values, and says nothing about Hearts (unless the 1NT was not natural, perhaps a Sandwich No Trump or some similar bid)

· Double shows 3-card support for Partner.

We like to play that the Double still shows support, we are not suggesting that it is theoretically superior, merely consistent and easier to remember.  And that’s never a bad thing.
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