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Here's Board 2. N-S vul.
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A. West has only 10 HCP and not much in the way of
defense. Nonetheless the hand passes the Rule of 20, so
by that measure at least, it's an opening bid. We rather
like li. others will prefer a Weak Two, but let's hope
that nobody passed this hand, the suit is too good fbr that!

B. 2i was Michaels, showing Hearts and a minor. At
favorable vulnerability, and with that lovely 6-5 shape.
North is planning to compete up to the 4- or 5-level.

C. 3" is a cue-bid of North's only known suit. and shows
Spade support and at least game-invitational values.

D. South has an amorphous blob of a hand. with nothing
worth saying at this point in the proceedings.

E. West might have been tempted to go to game with his
shapely hand. but that might be a bit much, and might get
Pafiner over-excited. So he settles fbr 3r.

F. North expects East to go on 4r. and assuming that this
makes, at this vulnerability. N-S can affbrd to be doubled
down three. At the 5-level, this requires only 8 tricks,
which seems more than likely if N-S have a tlt. North's
4f bid here was not especially bold, and she might well
have bid 5f instead, exerting maximum pressure on the
opponents.

G. East might have been tempted to make a slam try of
4v with that hand. But perhaps not quite good enough.

H. South has little or no defense to 4i. and fully expects
5t to be a profitable save.

I. It may seem inconsistent fbr West to bid only 3l (non-
forcing) earlier, and now to bid 5.f "in front of--' Partner.
But West's hand is purely offensive. with little or nothing
on defense. so 5l is reasonable enough.

J. It tums out that 5l makes l1 tricks and that" in
Diamonds, N-S lose just the four Aces. That being so. 6o
would be a good save here. But it's hard fbr either East or
West to find that save, the conventional wisdom being
that "the five-level belongs to the opponents". So E-W
will probably be satisfied that they have pushed E-W up
one level, and will hope that they can actually beat 5r.

East's 2NT rebid does not deny
four Spades (unlike a 1N'f rebid).
So, West tries 3l next, perhaps
planning to boot out 6f if there is
no Spade flt. But, there is a Spade
flt, allowing West to reach slam
via Roman Key Card.

6e is the place to be. making 12 tricks when trumps are 3-
2. l2 tricks are also there with 4-1 trumps, provided that
North's opening lead is not a Club. On the actual deal,
the bad news is that North has flve trumps. Yikes! But
there's also some good news. Again, prclvided the lead is
not a CIub, Declarer still makes his slam! For example:

Win the Spade lead in hand with the Ten
l,ose to North's ?A
Win Spade continuation in hand with the Nine
Cash the *A and 

"KRun the Diamonds
Mercifully. North has a second Diamond, and is helpless.
She will rulf the third round and get overrufl'ed. but now
Declarer can pull the remaining trumps and run the
Diamonds. Nicely done for 12 tricks!

On Board 3. it pays to bid a lot!
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You are in the North seat on Board 16, holding:
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Yor,r open 2Q. planning to rebid 2NT'. show.ing 22-23
HCP. But that plan is for naught i.'r'hen South responds
21. natural and positivc. Some still play that this
absolutely requires "tw'o-of--the-top-three" in Hearts. but
perhaps that can be relaxed a little (all the more so now
that many of us play Roman Key Card. a convention
u,hich is so adept at f'erreting out thc King and Queen o1-
trumps). Even so. let's maintain some standards. and. fbr
example. there's no reas()n to make a posit ive response
w'ith ?Axxxx and no side-suit controls.

Anyway, North raiscs to 3?" atter i.l'hich she cxpects
South to cue-bid. It would be overly rcstrictive fbr South
only to be al lowed to cue-bid an Ace here. as most of the
time she won't have one and wil l  thcrclbre be obliged tcr
w'aste loads of bidding space with a 4" bid. As it
happens. Sor"rth. despite f-eeling fiee to cue-bid a King in
this situation, bids 4? an1,wav. 

' l 'hat 
prcsumably denies

both thc missing sidc-suit controls (4A and lK). Should
North push on to 6?'l 

'l 'he 
train ol- thought might be as

lb l lows:
- l t 's a rotten shame that South wil l  declare 6?" as

an opening Diarnond lcad puts the contract in
immediatc .lcopardy.

- Even if  Wcst docs not lcad a Diermond. l)cclarer
wil l  need the Diamond f inesse to work i f 'shc is to
get any Diamond rutf!  in Dummy.

- Without counting the Diamond l inesse. ancl
therelbre also with<lut any I)iamond rLrtli. North
can count on only l0 tr icks (assuming ,5 Hearts).

- What is needed arc somc "extras" fiom South. if
thc Diarnond flncssc is to bc avoidcd.

Our suggested bid (afier Soutli's 4") is 5". looking lor
said extras fiom South. who happens to have:

i Q42 t AQ9752 r 86 + T,t

South indeed has extras, with a sixth Hea( and the lQ.
and should push on to 6?. Br-rt the auction is not over
yet! North now bids 6NT. protecting the 0AQ liom the
opening lead. That turns out to be a necessary precaution.
because the fK is indeed ofhide" and 6v goes down if
West leads Diamonds (Spades are 4-2. by the u'a1''. so it
doesn't help Declarer to play Dummy's fA at Trick I ).

The ful l  auction: 2* 2a,3v 4v, 5" 6?, 6NT.

If you managed to get to 6N'f played by the North side
then you did very well indeed. If you played 6? from the
South side, hopefully you did not get a Diamond lead.

Are vou familiar with the intra-flnesse? Read on.
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Perhaps West's bidding was a bit impatient. he might
hal 'c invcstigatcd 3N'l ' .  But. thcre he is. or rather. thcre
yolr arc. clcclaring 4e. atlcr North's opcning lcad of thc
Club 

' l 'wo. 
Let us say that you win in hand. Now. how

do you play thc trurmp suit?

Without other clucs. ),oll would cash llie Ace and lead
towards the Quccn. but let's not fbrget the auction. South
opened the bidcl ing and has iust abor-rt al l  of the missirrg
l lCP. inclucl ing thc fK. As South has thc .fK. you might
consider cashing thc eA arncl then playing a low Spade
liom both hands. That works splcndidly i f  South has thc
doublcton King. but horribly i f  she has .rK.lTx. ls there
an alternative wav to play this suit combination'J

Ycs. considcr the intra-f inesse. Instcad o1'cashing the iA
on the first round of the sr"rit. you lead a low Spade lionr
hand and lincsse Dummy's Ninc. South wins the .lack
and let 's say that she exits with a Heart which you win in
[)unimy. Now the winning play on the second round o1
trumps is to lcad the Queen fiom Dummy! That cleverly'
squashes Nortli's Ten and brings in the trump suit lbr one
loscr! 

- l 'hc 
boltom l inc is I I  tr icks!

It's truc. South might have had the afbrementioned
doubleton King. in which case Declarer does better to
lead a low Spade fiom Dummy on the second round. But
you know the old rule" of course: " l f  you have a choice of
more or less equal plays. then choose the one which might
get your name in the newspaper". In this case, that play is
the spectacular intra-finesse.

Brian Gunnell
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