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On Board 1 E-W have 15 top tricks but, even so, getting
to the grand slam with confidence may not be easy.
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East opens 1i, West bids 2" (let's say it is game-forcing),
now what should East rebid?

- If East bids No Trump. he may choose to show his
(slight) cxtras by jumping to 3NT, thereby giving
West a severe headache. West will now have no
way to agree Spades and get into a Roman Key
Card sequence.

- Or East could rebid 3r which. as is generally
played. shows extra values and/or extra
distribution. That will work better. now West can
support Spades and later launch into Roman Key
Card. When East shows three Key Cards, East
can count l2 tricks and can be pretty sure there's a
l3th somewhere. He'11 bid 7NT'. of course. not h.

But, our suggestion to West is to bid the Jacoby 2NT at
his first turn. Sure. it's supposed to show 4-card support,
but lct's not be too fastidious. West's hand is so strong
that he can aflbrd to take charge. And by so doing.
there's no chance of East making an unfortunate rebid
befbre West has had a chance to support Spades.

System Note: The standard responses to the Jacoby 2NT
are not parlicularly effective. If you'd like to invest some
time in learning a better method, visit our web-site.

On Board 7 we revisit the theme of "super-accepts". East
holds this hand:
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East opens a l5-17 1NT, and West responds 2s"
transferring to Hearts. With that four-card support for
Partner, East would normally be expected to make some
sort of super-accept, by-passing2a in some way or other,
committing his side to the three-level.

But is that really such a great idea? Sure, in terms of HCP
East is non-minimum, and he has good controls, but the

hand is square and it is direly deficient in Tens. So, our
suggestion is that East does not super-accept, but instead
bids a pedestrian 2v. The two points we are making here
are: (a) it's not always a good idea to super-accept just
because you have fbur of Partner's suit; (b) the squareness
and tenlessness (two words that miserably fail the
Spellchecker test) of the actual East hand are a reasonable
excuse to go low with 2r only.

P.S. We are delighted to report that 2l makes 8 tricks
and that those who super-accept will go minus O

P.P.S. For a good super-accept method follow the link.

Board 11 was a thing of beauty. You are West, and get
bounced into a poor 4v contact after North preempts with
2s and South raises to 3r. North leads the iA and you
ruff the second round in Dummy. What next. Mr West?
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You must assume trumps are 3-3, but even then you are in
danger of losing trump control. For example, if-, at Trick
3, you cash the ?A and exit a Heart, the defbnse will
return a Spade, ending your hopes.

The somewhat brilliant solution is to lead the Heart Nine
fiom Dummy! The defense wins that, and makes you rufT
another Spade with the ?A, but now you are in the
driver's seat. You get back to hand with a minor suit,
lead the ?J to knock out the remaining high trump, ruff
the Spade return in hand, draw the last trumps, and cash
minor suit winners. 10 tricks. What a lovely deal!

P.S. Opposite North's Weak Two, some Souths might
bid 4e. based on the l0-card fit. But 4e doubled is too
expensive, and, as on Board 7, the squareness ofthe hand
suggests caution.
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A. It  would be most t imorous lbr East not to overcall  l l .
"Phooey!" to the IICP requirements f irr a vulnerable
overcall. a suit that good needs to be bid. If East is
derel ict in his dut5,. West wil l  presumably lead the iJ
against 4?. al lowing Declare r to make l2 tr icks.
B. 

'l 'he 
style now'adays is fbr Sor"rth's Negative Double to

show 6o1li  majors. 
' l 'he 

corol lary is that l? or l . t  here
rlocs rrot guarar)tcc a 5-card suit.
C. With a weak hand and a known 9-card llt. West might
be tempted to preempt with 3r. But not too tempted we
hopc. West has a square hand. which usually means less
ol- l 'ense (sec also Boards 7 and l l)  . . .  West has the *A
(niore def-ense) .. .  and H-W are vurlnerable. 

' l 'hose 
l-actors

should persuade West to dial down to a simple 2t raise.

As wc said. probably a l1at board. nothing 650's on thc
score-sheet. unless Ilast is having a bad day.
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North's choices are:
- 2a? No, the suit is poor and so are the chances of

finding South with three I learts.
- 2NT? Shows 11-12, though people have been

know,n the stretch a bit with the right kind of hand.
The *T is a nice card" but the Flearts are hollow.
we.iust don't think the hand is good enough.

- 2s? That's our choice. playing in the known 5-2
frt. keeping things low. and going fbr a plus score
rather than a speculative Heart or NT contract.

2l makes a lucky 10 tr icks. but in NT it 's only T or 8
tr icks (depending upon how'soon West shifts to lJearls).
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North could bid 3.r hcre ( i t 's fbrcing). but what is she then
supposed to do when South bids 3N'l ' ' l  . . .  shc could bid
6? or 6N'l' (either o1- which would be a complete shot in
the dark) .. .  or she could bid 4+ but who knows where
that wil l  lead? Wc don"t l ike any of these bids. and
suggest that North takes the bull by the horns and bids
4NT, which is Roman Key Card fbr Hearts.

Let's say that N-S are playing 1430 responses. That
being so South responds 5t. confirming to Norlh that they
have all the Key Cards. Now. Norlh rnight try 5N'f. the
King Ask. I-lopefully. N-S use the Specific King method,
and North is hoping tliat South will bid 6t. allowing her
to bid 7r. But. no. the response is 61. and that allows
Norlh to bid 6NT. 

'['rue. 
Norlh would have been most

disappointed if South held the ?Q as well as that fK.
However. with North's Spades protected from the
opening lead. 6NT is the perfect spot. But we don't claim
that it was a perf-ect auction, merely a practical one.
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