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DECLARE & DEFENI)

Ar-rgust is traditionally the monlh whcn newspaper
coiumnists and the hosls of TV shows take a break
while their public is being t 'cd re-runs. And so it  is
this month with' l-he Wcdnesday Garne. I lut i t 's not
because your writcrs have been taking a wcll-earned
break. i t 's because Seplcniber's deals werc
astonishingl,v defrcient in good Dcclura & Dc/and
examples. Instead of r,rsing this month's rather poor
specimens. we have dr-rg up a couple of gems liom
the Archives.

Or-lr llrst offering corlres fionr 6tr' Fc'bruar1,. . 2008.
It 's a most instructivc cxcrcisc in card-readins. and
in cornbining chances.
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Your vulnerable 2r opening can most kindl l '  be
described as daring. and the flnal 4r contrerct is
somcwhat dicey. Wcst leads a low trump. won Lry
Dumrny' 's Eight.

-fhere 
are 8 sure tricks. ancl the 9'l' can he obtairrccl

r, i , ' i th a Diamond ruff in Durnmy. Onc possible l inc
is to ensure thal Diamond rufl bi' irlrmediately
playing Ar and another Diamond. and this would
need to be done immediatelv. in case f{earts are 3-l
and the player with the 3'o trump can win the second
round of Diamonds. After getting that Diamond
ruff fbr the 9'r' trick, you will need to flnd the J*
with East if you are to make l0 tricks.

Is there a better line? Well" yes. of course there is.
that's why we asked the question. Your iob is to
find that better line.

SurelS' Spades ate 4-3. How. so? With 5 Spades.
West would probably overcall 2s instead of
doubling. and with oniy two Spades his hand would
not be suitable for a Double. So. instead of making
sure of the Diamond ruff. it should be possible to
use our l)ummy,' entries to set up a long Spade fbr
the 9t" tr ick. 

' fhis 
l ine has various ways to uin:

- 1-rurmps may lre 2-2 all the timc in which
case a Diamond rul l- is the 10' l '  tr ick.

- Bven if  trumps are 3-1. i t  is unlikel- '" that the
delbnse can stop the Diamond ruff later in
the play the trump singleton would
probably be r,''ith Wcst. and he is also likcll'
to have fKQ (rcrlcmber. he did not lead a
Spade so is unlikely to har, 'e both the Aa and
the K.r. what does he lrave firr his I)ouhle'l)

- Finally. i f  trumps arc 3- l .  und if  the defbnse
is able to prcvent thc Dianrond rufl .  thcn the
Clubs can sl i l l  prt.rr, idc a l()tr '  tr ick i f  the J*
is r.r i th Wcst.

So. the recor.nmcnded l inc of play (when trurnps
t r rn l  ( )u t  t t r  hc  l - l )  i s :

Win the 8? on the board
Spade rvon by' West"s' l 'en
Heart (both def'enders following)
Spade ruff
Cross to the At
Spade rulT

Now Declarer cri ts with a Dian"rond. and sti l l  has
two entrics to the board (one to ruff anothcr Spade.
thc other to rcach the long Spade ).

i  Q9532
v AQ8
rA '4
* KT2

Dc'c lurt'r

i  A874
r43
) 9862
,F ,174

Keys to Srccess
- Detlucing lhut Spuclcs'v'ere /ikely to be 1-3
- Reulizing thut selling up the long Sputle had

additional v'ays lo v,in
- ('ure./itl use rt Dummy's entries to ru// oul

the Spades

[ Or-s-i
|  "AQ8l rA4 Nbrth



Our second offering from the Archives is this
delbnsive problem from 16'n.Tanuary. 2008. It starts
with a bidding question. You are South:

i T'987, 
" 

AK542, I J3, + K8

You open 1". of course. West doubles. and Norlh
bids 2NT. rvhich. by partnership agreement. is
.lordan. showing a limit raise or better in Hearls.
You won't be accepting this invitat ion with your
minimum hand but. before you carl bid 3". Irast
interiects with 3r. This gives you the option ol-
passing or bidding 3". and the question is "Which

of those two bids is the ll,eaker']" You reason that
Paftner has {brced you to 3" and the more quickly
you get there the weaker yoLl are. So yott bid 3""
but the enemy persisls to 4t. ending 1he auctit tn:

Eusl South Wc.;l N'orth
l r  Dbl  zNT

31 3r Pass l'ass
4l Pass Pass Pass

You lead a hish Heart. andI)umn-rygocs down:

i AK,l.
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r Atf2
e ,1764
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" 
AK542

r . f3
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A second Ilcart rnay rvell cash. perhaps it wor;ld be
a good idea to grab it inrmediately in case [)cclarer
has iQx and two Hearts. But. llrst. let"s do some
point-counting. What does Partner have lirr that
game-invitational raisc'l More to the point. is it
possible to construct a hand lor North rvhere she
does rutl have the A*'l While we are at it. let's also
givc Declarer thc worrisome holding of .rQx. and
let's assume that Declarer has at least something in
Diamonds. And. we'l l  hypothetical ly give Declarer
two Hearts. 

'l 'hal 
wor.rld give Partner something like

lJxx, ?QJxx, lKx, *Qxxx. Well.  that looks l ike a
somewhat miserable l imit raise, don't you think?

We'd be more inclined either to give Partner a -5tr'
Ileart (in which case the second Heart is not
cashing) or the Ai. Yes. the winning def'ense is to
shift to the K* at T'rick Two. and this is the full
hand:

s , l2

" 
QJT86

r 964
I AT2

North

Dummy Declqrer

Struth

+ Q65

"3I KQT75
* Q953

i T987

" 
AK542

.J3
+K8

See w'hat happens if you try to cash :r second F{eart?
Declarer rufl"s. draws /r4,o rounds of trumps (leaving
a trunip on the board to handlc 1hc ['lear1 lbrce). and
plays or1 Ch-rbs. Makir ig l0 tr icks when the
def-ensc"s long trutnp turns out to be in the saure
hand as the long Club.

Cording Agreement
"A fiom AK" is the "standard" leacl against suit
contracts. Also standard. at least in North Arnerica.
is to givc attitr"rdc to thc opcnin-u lcad. noL count.
When the Ace is led. i t 's nonnal to assumc that this
is backed r-rp with thr 'Kirrg. so I 'd seat wil l  typical ly'
cncourage rvith a doubleton or Qxx (manir
exceptions. ol-course. usually depending upon what
is in Dummy'). Here is an al lcrtrat ive opening leacl
nrcthod. onc which works cspccial ly well  when thc
suit bcing led has beor bic'l and raisec'l:

King lead asks fbr L'outrl
Acc lead asks lbr King ultilutlc

Queen asks for Ace or .Juc'k utlilucle

iJsing this mcthod. considcr thcsc holdings:
AKQxx [-ead the King il- you want count.
leacl the Queen i l 'you think i t  may help 1o l ind out
about the Jack (i t  may be useful to lead a low one at
'l'rick 

J'rvo to get a shi1l through Declarer).
AQxxx Obviously y'ou lead the Ace, Partner
u' i l l  tel l  you about the King.
AKxvx l.ead the King to get count.
KQnv l-ead the King if you want count. or
the Queen if you think that "Ace or Jack attitude"
rvould be more uselul.
Krxrx Lead low .. . or the King. if you think
it wili be helpiul to keep the lead or to get count.

Using this method on the actual hand, South leads
the King. gets count. and knows for sure that the
second Heart is not cashing.
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