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DECLARE & DE,FENT)

I loard 6 involvcs a smidgen o1-techrriclue and thc
potential 1br a bit cif  skullduggerl ' .
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is no need to do so! This might prompt a thotightful
l)eclarer to place the oA rvith South. in which case
the best chance is to hop up n'ith the King. Well.
r.r'e did \\iam )iou that it was devious.

'l'he 
conrputer has been <Jealing lls some 

'l 
rump

Coups lately'. take a look at tsoard 14.
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Agair.rst 3NT^ Norlh lcads t l ic Spade l;our tt t  South's
King and a Spiiclc is rcturned. 11' North hacl no
or,rtsicle entry she would show thc afbrernenlioned
snridgcn ol- technique b1' clucking the sccond Spadc.
keeping comr-nunications open lor l l ' l ten South gcts
in. But that is not neccssarl'' hcrc. North has the lA
and so wins thc secorrd SpaCe and clears thc suit.

Over to Declarer. who has 8 tricks and u'ho must
relv on a successlir l  l ) iamond guess t irr t l te 9tl ' .  Btr l
flrst the Hearts are run and North is carelirl to pitch
two Diamonds and.iust one CILrh. Now' the ntonte'trt
ol truth has arrived and Dcclarer leads a I)iamond
towards his KJ. Llert-: 's what might happen:

- -fhe 
init ial thought might be to plal '  the King.

trying to keep North (u'ho appears to havc the 13"'
Spade) olT lead. 

- l 'hat"s 
false logic. al l  that counls

here is to guess Diamonds right lbr the c)" ' tr ick.
- A more thoughtful Declarer rnight ask hiniself

"'Why dicl North not duck the second round of
Spades?" l'he answer is that North has an entry' and
doesn't neecl ro dr-rck the Spade. [-irgo. she has the
lA! T'hat being so. Declarer will flnesse the t.l and
make his contract.
- But now we enter the realms of blufT and double-

bluff. If North is of a devious disposition she rnight
duck the second Spade anvway. even though there
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Wc'l l  spare voLr the ful l  horror ol- the auction.
except to sa)' that Wcst bicl lots o1- [)iamonds and
that lrast doublcd 5?. l lon' do 1,t 'ru nrake l l  tr icks
u' i thout pceking at thc E-W hands' l

West leac'ls Dianronds. you rufl'thc second clne ([..ast
l ir l lowir-rg with thc Nine and thcn thc Scver-r). 

' l 'hcre

is the *A to bc lost. r, l 'hich means that you cannot
aflirrd a trlrmp loser. 

'l 'hc 

"Q 
is probahly with lrast.

br"rt thc bidcling suggcsts that [:ast has lbur or even
f rve Hcarts. What's y'our plan'/

I1' lrast lras IIeart lcngth i t  nrar" be possiblc to
organizc a tnlmp coup against l-rim. 

'l'o 
starl with

yoLr lcad a C'lub to Durnmy's King and F:ast 's Acc.
You win the Club retLlrn anci run the lf .  

' lhe 
good

nervs is that this wirrs l l ie tr ick" the bad news is that
We,-st show's out! Yikes! But al l  is not lost. You
rui l 'a ( l lub. ancl when both delbnders lbl lolr,  vou
know lrast starlecl lil-e with 3--5-2:3 distribr,rtion.
Next" y'ou cash thrcc Spadcs ending on the board"
and lead a ClLrb. ln the 4-card ending. East has only
trumps lerli. st-r you lead a Club. which is rufl'ed and
or,,er-rutlbd ... then ,vou ruf f yclur last Spade on the
board (F.ast is obliged to under-rnff) . . .  and at Trick
l2 lrast is caught in a Trump Coup. I I  tr icks!

'l'hat 
w,as r.vell-tinre'd. Declarer had to: (a) recognize

the l ikel ihood of long trumps with East, (b) knock
out the *A belbre pla,ving on trumps. and (c) run
the 

"'f 
without cashing the Ace first. Did you find

the right seqlrence of plays?



On Board 22, West had the opportunity
inspired card-reading. but we'\'e rotated
to make South Declarer.

On Board 26 East opened 1NT, West tried 2* and
then passed the response of 21. That w-as a good
suess and we now challenge voll to make I I tricks.
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Board 22
Hands Rotated lbr Convenience

Wesl N'orlh F.u.rl South
Pass Pass I i

24 3e Pass ls?
Dbl Pass Pass Pass

West's 2.1 w,as Michaels. showing Spaclcs and a
minor. and let"s assume that. l ike man,"- '  pairs. B-W
play this as sl iowing a good hand or a bad hand. but
not  a  middl ing (say 1 l -15)  hand.  

' l 'hat  
be ing the

casc. \\,c can assunrc that Wcst's DoLrble of 4e
shows the good hand.

West leads the ?A. therr the 
"Q 

which you rufl.
' l 'hc 

bidding suggests that West has virtual ly al l  of
thc missing ir igh cards inclLrding the 0K- and that
h is  d is t r ibut ion is  l ike ly  to  be l -5 :2:5 or  2-5- l -5 .
Here's the route to l0 tr icks:

"A 
is cashed

Heart continuation is ruff'ed
{.A is cashed
Diamond to the Ace
Low'Dianrond to West's King
Another Heart rulT
rQ is cashed
Club to  West"s  Acc

Now Declarcr can score the *K and cross-rull- the
rcst ol- the l iand. Declarcr"s 10 tr icks are a high
trLrmp. lA. lQ. QK" and six rulJ.s. T'hc firll diagram
is hardly nccessar)'. but here it is anyway:
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Dummt

' l 'he 
delerrse stafts .with Clubs and Duntmy rull.s the

sccond round. Declarer Llses that entry to run the
.lQ succcsslirlly. Trumps ilre drawn. and the 

"l' 
is

f inessed. losing to North's King. [, ]ack cornes a
IIeart won by l)eclarerr 's Acc. and the rentaining
trunrps are cashcd. With one lrur-r-rp lcfi to play:
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When the last trump is played. Dummv pitches a
Spade and Norlh is squeezecl. I t 's Declarer's iowly
Spade l- ive which takes the last tr ick i1' North
pitches a Spacle. ancl [)ummy's F{eart Six has that
honor if North pitches a Ileart. f)eclarer had to time
the pla,v just right to bring about the squeeze:

- It was essential to take a Spade finesse at
' l ' r ick 

3. using that precious Dummy entry to
good elfect.

- It was necessary not to cash the ?A before
finessing the ?T" otherw'ise North breaks up
the squeeze by returning a Heart.
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Yes. Declarer played it better than he bid it! cl  I l f :S.  Inc Al l  l { ights Rcscrred


