
1st October, 2008

DECLARE & DEFEND

We’ve had some comments (aka complaints) that our Declare & Defend hands are sometimes too obscure.  So starting this week we are coming back down to earth with more bread-and-butter offerings. 
Declare …
	♠ K842
♥ K8
♦ QJ6532
♣ 6
♠ AQJT93
♥ 4
♦ T
♣ A8732
	Board 14
None Vul
West    North  East  South



1♥
1♠

2♥
3♠
5♥
5♠

Pass
Pass
Pass



South made a sensible choice when she overcalled 1♠ in preference to using Michaels (the Spades are longer and so much stronger) and soon finds herself declaring 5♠.  West leads the Heart Two and you play the King on the remote off-chance that West has foolishly underled his Ace.  Of course he hasn’t, East’s Ace wins the trick and a second Heart is played which you ruff with the Three (there’s no chance of an overruff).  What’s your plan?
How about a cross-ruff?  You have a solitary side-suit trick with the A♣, and, if you can make all 10 of your trumps separately, that will be 11.  There are two flies in that particular ointment, what are they?  The first problem with pursuing the cross-ruff is that the opponents might overruff.  Specifically, Dummy will be obliged to ruff two of the Clubs with low trumps, and if East was dealt only two Clubs he’ll be able to overruff Dummy.  The second, and more serious, problem is that we must lose a Diamond before we embark on the cross-ruff and an alert defender will surely return a trump after winning the Diamond.  Now only 9 trump tricks are possible with that cross-ruff, leaving Declarer a trick short.

There’s a better plan and that is to set up Dummy’s Diamonds.  Suppose that (after ruffing the second round of Hearts) Declarer loses a Diamond, wins the inevitable trump return in Dummy, ruffs a Diamond, draws the last trump, cashes A♣, ruffs a Club, and ruffs another Diamond.  At this point there is still an entry to the board (via a second Club ruff), and if the Diamonds were kind enough to split 3-3 then Dummy’s Diamonds are good and can be used to get rid of the Club losers.  That wasn’t a bad line of play but it’s not good enough!  Declarer is going down if the full layout happens to be:
	
	♠ K842
♥ K8
♦ QJ6532
♣ 6
	

	♠ 75
♥ J762
♦ K874
♣ QJT
	         Dummy

West              East  

        Declarer
	♠ 6
♥ AQT953
♦ A9
♣ K954

	
	♠ AQJT93
♥ 4
♦ T
♣ A8732
	


If only Dummy had had one more entry Declarer could have ruffed a third Diamond to establish the suit and then get back to Dummy to enjoy those two established winners.  But it wasn’t just bad luck that Diamonds were 4-2, was it?  No, it was that careless low ruff at Trick Two that did in Declarer.  Needless to say, you didn’t play the hand that way.  When the Heart was ruffed you of course remembered to ruff high, let’s say with the Ace!  Now the Diamond was lost, and when a trump came back, you won with Dummy’s Eight, playing that carefully preserved Three from your hand.  Now, both rounds of trumps could be won in Dummy, and the extra entry was all that you needed to deal with the 4-2 Diamond break.  The full sequence of plays is: Lose a Heart, ruff a Heart high, lose a Diamond, win the trump return with Dummy’s Eight, Diamond ruff, Spade to the King, Diamond ruff, cash A♣, Club ruff, Diamond ruff, Club ruff, cash the Diamond winners.
P.S. Yes, the real Board 14, is not quite as above, we doctored it here to make a better problem.

… Defend

South
West
North
East 

1♥
Dbl
Pass
1♠


2♥
2NT
Pass
Pass


Pass
As the auction ends and you wait for Partner’s opening lead, you consider what the auction has told you.  West doubled and then rebid No Trump, that shows a hand that was too good for an original 15-18 1NT overcall.  So West probably has 19-20 HCP’s or thereabouts.  Partner now leads the Heart Eight and Dummy goes down:

	          North

Declarer  Dummy
          South
	♠ T942
♥ Q2

♦ 842

♣ QT84

	♠ K
♥ A76543

♦ Q5

♣ A973
	    Board 7
      None Vul


How many points does Partner have?  There are 19-20 on your left, 4 on your right, and you have 13.  So Partner has 3-4.  The next thing on your checklist is to read Partner’s opening lead.  Here are the possibilities:

· Is it 4th best?  Hardly, that would give West a singleton.
· Is it from a doubleton?  No, that’s not possible, Partner would lead high from two small, and all of the cards below the Eight are either in your hand or in the Dummy.
· Is it “top-of-nothing” from three small?  No, that’s impossible for the same reason
· Is it a singleton?  That’s possible.  Declarer might well hold KJT9.

· Is it 3rd best from a 3-card suit.  As West surely has the King, and as Partner would lead Ten from T98 and Jack from JT8, the only possibility is that Partner’s 3-card suit is specifically J98.
If Partner has led a singleton, it doesn’t matter what you do, the Hearts are never going to set up, Declarer has three stoppers in the suit.  So, let’s focus on the J98 possibility.  At first glance it looks pretty simple.  Declarer has one Heart stop, so just win the Ace, lead another Heart, and the suit is ready to run when you get in with the A♣.  Not exactly.  The suit is blocked!  After winning the A♥ and knocking out Declarer’s K♥, Partner’s remaining Heart is bigger than any of your spots.  Even if you duck the first Heart and win the second round, the suit will still be blocked.

Let’s suppose that you duck anyway, playing the encouraging Seven.  Declarer wins and plays the K♣, Partner playing the Six.  Might as well duck this, too, otherwise your entry to the Hearts is used up before the Hearts can be unblocked.  Now Declarer plays the J♣, North follows with the Five.  Partner has played high-low in Clubs, she’s giving count, showing two in this case.  Yes, duck again! Declarer cannot continue Clubs because that would allow Partner to pitch a Heart, thereby unblocking the suit.  This is the full hand:
	
	♠ Q8753
♥ J98

♦ J93

♣ 65
	

	♠ AJ6
♥ KT

♦ AKT76

♣ KJ2
	          North

Declarer   Dummy
          South
	♠ T942

♥ Q2

♦ 842

♣ QT84

	
	♠ K

♥ A76543

♦ Q5

♣ A973
	


Declarer abandons Clubs and plays on Diamonds.  Partner wins the 3rd round and leads a Heart to your Ace.  Now you cash the A♣ and Partner throws away that blocking Heart!   Then you cash the remaining Hearts for down two!  If you had failed to duck the Heart, or failed to duck those two Clubs, then Declarer makes an overtrick.

This was a difficult hand to defend accurately, but it does illustrate some valuable defensive techniques:

· Reviewing the bidding to determine what is Partner’s point range

· Reading Partner’s lead

· Paying attention to the spots to deduce that the Heart suit was blocked.

· Giving count signals on defense when Declarer leads a suit.

· Holding up your Aces can disrupt Declarer’s communications, here it also improves the defensive communications.
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