
19th March, 2008

DECLARE & DEFEND

Here are two hands from today’s Wednesday Game, one to test your declarer skills, the other your defense.
Declare …
	♠ QT742
♥ T85
♦ Q5
♣ A43
♠ AJ
♥ AJ92
♦ KT62
♣ KQJ
	Board 29
Hands Rotated for Convenience
East    South West   North 
           1♦       Pass   1♠

Pass   2NT    Pass   3♣

Pass   3♥       Pass   3NT

Pass   Pass    Pass



South’s 3♣ was New Minor Forcing, in this case an attempt to find a 5-3 Spade fit.  When that does not materialize the final contract becomes 3NT.

West leads the Club Seven, and when Dummy goes down you can see that the key to the hand is to set up the Spades.  What’s the best way of doing this?

Line 1:  Declarer wins the A♣, takes the Spade finesse, and if that wins he cashes the A♠.  If that drops West’s King, and, if the A♦ is with West,  now crosses to Dummy’s Q♦ to enjoy the Spades, racking up an astonishing 11 tricks!  Of course, if East has the K♠ he has two ways to shut out the Spade suit.  Either he can duck the Spade (if he has 3 or more) … or he can win the Spade and shift to Diamonds knocking out Dummy’s entry before the Spades are unblocked.  This line of play by Declarer is quite a long shot!  Not only must the K♠ be doubleton onside (8%) but also the A♦ must be with West.  So, Line 1 is worth 11 tricks 4% of the time, while the other 96% of the time Declarer will surely go down.  Not very good odds!

Line 2:  Declarer wins the Club lead in hand, cashes the A♠, then leads the J♠, planning to overtake with the Queen.  This line makes 10 tricks whenever Spades are 3-3 (36% of the time).  The Spades also come in if West pops up with the doubleton King which provides another 8%.  And, even if the Spades are less friendly, at least Declarer still has the potential Q♦ entry which may allow Declarer to bring in the Hearts.  Yes, Line 2 is surely better than  Line 1, it won’t ever bring in 11 tricks, but the chances of making the contract are vastly improved.  Can you do even better?
Line 3:  Declarer wins the Club lead in hand, cashes the A♠, then plays the J♠ from hand and low from Dummy (the defense should duck this if they can).  Now, if the A♦ is with East, the Spades can be established and enjoyed.  That will be 10 tricks 50% of the time, and there is the additional chance of a doubleton K♠ in either hand which takes the chances for 10 tricks up to 58%.  And there are some red suit chances if the Spades don’t come in.
Yes, Line 3 looks like the winner, but Line 2 is certainly a vast improvement on that all-or-nothing Line 1.  Sad to say, here is the full deal:
	
	     ♠ QT742

     ♥ T85

     ♦ Q5

     ♣ A43
	

	♠ 8653
♥ KQ63
♦ A7
♣ 765
	       Dummy

West              East  

        Declarer
	♠ K9
♥ 74
♦ J9843
♣ T982

	
	      ♠ AJ

      ♥ AJ92

      ♦ KT62

      ♣ KQJ
	


Yes, the unspeakably awful Line 1 turns out to be the winner, which only goes to show that there just ain’t no justice in this game!  Line 2 is unsuccessful when Spades are 4-2 and there is no luck in the Heart suit.  And the estimable Line 3 gets its just reward when East turns up with ♠Kx and the Spades some in.  But still only 10 tricks.
… Defend
You hold:
♠ 85



♥ K532



♦ 975432



♣ 5
Partner opens 1♥, RHO doubles, you make a preemptive raise to 3♥, the opponents get to 4♠ after this auction:


South 
West
North
East



Pass
Pass


1♥
Dbl
3♥
3♠


Pass
4♠
Pass
Pass


Pass
Partner leads the A♥, and Dummy goes down:
	          North

Declarer  Dummy    

          South
	♠ K973

♥ T

♦ AQT

♣ AKT98

	♠ 85

♥ K532

♦ 975432

♣ 5
	Board 22
Hands Rotated

for Convenience


How are you going to beat this contract?  Surely the answer is that you are not going to beat it.  The defense has no Diamond tricks, probably no Club tricks and presumably no more than one trump trick.  That’s only two tricks for the defense, so let’s change the question to “Can you hold Declarer to just 10 tricks?”
Yes, of course you can!  If Partner has the A♠, and shifts to a Club at Trick Two then the defense can orchestrate a Club ruff.  How do you manage that?  The singleton Heart in Dummy makes this a suit preference situation, there’s little point in showing attitude when Declarer can ruff the second round.  So the options as South follows to Trick One are as follows:

Low Heart:  Please shift to the lower-
ranking of the other two side-suits (Clubs, of 
course)


High Heart:  Please shift to Diamonds


Middling Heart:  Expresses no clear 


preference.

Yes, the winning play here is the Heart Two, an unequivocal request for a Club shift.  Here is the full deal:
	
	♠ AT
♥ AQ874
♦ KJ
♣ J763
	

	♠ QJ642
♥ J96
♦ 86
♣ Q42
	          North

 Declarer  Dummy
          South
	♠ K973

♥ T

♦ AQT

♣ AKT98

	
	♠ 85

♥ K532

♦ 975432

♣ 5
	


At Trick Two, Partner dutifully shifts to a Club which Declarer wins in hand with the Queen.  If Declarer is artful he will now lead the J♠, trying to look like someone who is about to take a trump finesse.  Fortunately, Partner was not born yesterday and furthermore she has implicit faith in your signaling.  So she jumps up with the Ace, and shoots back another Club.  Nicely done, that holds Declarer to just 10 tricks!
Another Suit Preference Situation …
In the prior example, it was easy enough to give a clear suit preference signal because South was known from the bidding to have at least 4 cards from which to choose.  Some players also give suit preference in the trump suit but, with fewer cards from which to signal, things are less clear.  So the basic rule is:

High-Low:  Asks for the higher-ranking suit


Low-High:  A neutral signal.  It denies 
interest in the higher-ranking suit, but does 
not necessarily show interest in the lower-
ranking suit.

… And One More
You hold: ♠ 876, ♥ KJT8752, ♦ 863, ♣ --.  You open 3♥, Partner raises to 4♥ and somehow you end up on lead against 6♠.  What is your opening lead?  Yes, of course, you lead the Two of Hearts!  This is clearly not your normal lead from that suit, and the inescapable message is that you want Partner to return the lower-ranking suit, presumably for a ruff.
                                                                      © BES, Inc  All Rights Reserved
