
20th February, 2008

DECLARE & DEFEND

Two hands from today’s Wednesday Game, one to test your declarer skills, the other your defense.
Declare …
	♠ J8653
♥ A72
♦ KQ85
♣ 2
♠ AKQ
♥ K8
♦ A94
♣ AK865
	Board 22
Hands Rotated for Convenience
North

South


2♣
Pass

2♦
Pass
2NT
Pass

3♥
Pass
4♠
Pass

4NT
Pass
5♣
Pass

5♦
Pass
5♥
Pass

7♠
Pass
Pass
Pass


3♥ was a Transfer, 4♠ was a super-accept (yes, that bid usually shows four-card support), then Roman Key card, after which 5♦ was the Queen Ask and 5♥ showed the Q♠ plus the K♥.  A sound auction to the best spot.
South makes the time-honored lead of a trump against a grand slam.  When Dummy goes down it’s easy enough to count up 12 top tricks, where is the 13th trick coming from?  The obvious answer is from a Heart ruff in the short hand.  So, you draw a second round of trumps but alas East pitches a Heart.  Now, you cannot ruff that Heart without setting up a natural trump trick for the defense.  What’s your Plan B?
One possibility is to hope for some luck in Diamonds.  That luck could be either a 3-3 break, or else West holding Jxxx or Txxx, in either case a 4th Diamond trick will be available (perhaps a guess will be required).

Can you do better than merely relying on luck?  Yes, there are squeeze possibilities.  If either player holds 4+ Diamonds and 5+ Clubs, then on the play of the Spades and Hearts he will be forced to unguard one of the minors.

So, one possibility (which as you will see is destined to fail!), is to cash a 3rd Spade, cross to the A♥, play the remaining trumps and cash the K♥.
	
	♠ J8653
♥ A72
♦ KQ85
♣ 2
	

	♠ T974
♥ JT64
♦ 32
♣ 973
	         Dummy

West              East  

        Declarer
	♠ 2
♥ Q953
♦ JT76
♣ QJT4

	
	♠ AKQ
♥ K8
♦ A94
♣ AK865
	


The squeeze doesn’t work, because this is the situation just before the K♥ is cashed:



Dummy


♠ 



♥ 72



♦ KQ85


♣ 2

West



East
♠ 
 


♠ 

♥ JT6



♥ 
♦ 3



♦ JT76
♣ 973



♣ QJT


Declarer


♠ 


♥ K


♦ A94


♣ AK8
When the Heart is now played East can pitch a Club and West’s humble 9♣ is able to protect that suit.
What’s the solution?  Yes, Declarer must use that 5th trump to ruff a Club.  This play removes West’s Club guard, meaning that only East is able to guard the suit, so that now he really does get squeezed in the minors.
The process of ruffing out East’s Club guard is known in squeeze parlance as “isolating the menace”.  This deal actually has hidden depths and squeeze addicts will want to visit the web site where we discuss a more exotic way in which Declarer can inflict a squeeze on the hapless defenders.
… Defend
This week we couldn’t find a suitable defensive problem, so instead we offer a golden oldie from the Wednesday Game of 12th July, 2006.

But, before the hand, a few words on opening leads against No Trump contracts.  Most pairs lead 4th best, but what do you lead from 4 small cards in the suit?  The problem with leading a low card from this holding is that Partner may place us with an honor or two in the suit.  For that reason, some pairs lead “second highest” from four small (and sometimes from five small).  What is the definition of “four small”?  Here’s what you might lead from these modest 4-card holdings:
-        J543, lead the Three (likewise if the honor is higher, of course)
-        T943 or 9843, lead the top card (the sequence is powerful enough to maybe help build tricks)
-         8743, lead the second highest (sequence unlikely to build tricks, so better to warn of weakness)
-        T843 or 9743, lead the second highest … and also second highest from all lesser holdings.
OK, that’s your partnership agreement, back to the hand.  You are South and the auction is as follows:

    East     South   West     North


    1♣       Pass     3NT      Pass

 
    Pass    Pass
3NT showed 13-15 HCP’s and denied a 4-card major.  Partner leads the Spade Seven.
	          North

Declarer  Dummy
          South
	♠ K9
♥ 98
♦ AQ54
♣ A9843

	       ♠ AT53
       ♥ J754
       ♦ J2
       ♣ KJ2
	


Partner has clearly led from QJ87 or 87xx.  Many players would lead the Queen from QJ87, so it seems more likely that Partner has led from 8732.  An additional piece of evidence is West's bidding ... would he really jump to 3NT with three small Spades?  In that case, surely, a Club raise or a 1♦ bid would be more appropriate.
So, Partner appears to have nothing in Spades.  How many points in the other suits?  If the bidding is to be believed she has 3-5 HCP’s altogether.  If some of those points are not in Hearts then there is surely no hope for the defense.  We can also be pretty sure that Partner has exactly 4 Hearts … Declarer has denied 4, and if Partner had 5 then surely she would have led one.

Yes, a Heart shift is called for, that much is clear.  It may also seem obvious to lead a low one back, but not so fast!  If you stop to consider, it can hardly be wrong to shift to the J♥!
	
	 ♠ 8742
♥ KT63
♦ 763
♣ T6
	

	♠ QJ6
♥ AQ2
♦ KT98
♣ Q75
	          North

Declarer   Dummy     

          South
	♠ K9
♥ 98
♦ AQ54
♣ A9843

	
	♠ AT53
♥ J754
♦ J2
♣ KJ2
	


First, consider what would happen if you lead back a lazy low Heart.  Declarer plays low, Partner wins the Ten, but she cannot profitably continue the suit.  If she does continue Hearts, that will be Declarer’s 9th trick … if she shifts then Declarer will have the timing to set up Club tricks.
But after the J♥ shift, Declarer is without resource.  If he plays low, you’ll continue the suit.  If he plays the Ace, you’ll get in with the K♣ and score the remaining Hearts.  And if he plays the Queen, Partner’s King wins, then the T♥ squashes Dummy’s Nine and your mighty Seven wins the third round of the suit!
This was a tough contract to beat, the defense had to do everything just right:

· North made a safe and passive opening lead (an opening Heart lead would be fatal)

· N-S had that useful “second highest” agreement which clarified the Spade situation for South.

· South made that heads-up J♥ shift!
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