
6th February, 2008

DECLARE & DEFEND

Two hands from today’s Wednesday Game, one to test your declarer skills, the other your defense.
Declare …

	♠ Q9532
♥ AQ8
♦ A4
♣ KT2
♠ 6
♥ KT9752
♦ JT3
♣ Q53
	Board 12
Hands Rotated for Convenience
West   North  East   South
                      Pass   2♥

Dbl     4♥      Pass    Pass

Pass



Your vulnerable 2♥ opening can most kindly be described as daring, and the final 4♥ contract is somewhat dicey.  East leads a low trump, won by Dummy’s Eight.

There are 8 sure tricks, and the 9th can be obtained with a Diamond ruff in Dummy.  One possible line is to ensure that Diamond ruff by immediately playing A♦ and another Diamond, and this would need to be done immediately, in case Hearts are 3-1 and the player with the 3rd trump can win the second round of Diamonds.  After getting that Diamond ruff for the 9th trick, you will need to find the J♣ with East if you are to make 10 tricks.
Is there a better line?

SOLUTION
Surely Spades are 4-3.  How so?  With 5 Spades, East would probably overcall 2♠ instead of doubling, and with only 2 Spades his hand would not be suitable for a Double.  So, instead of making sure of the Diamond ruff, it would be possible to use our Dummy entries to set up a long Spade for the 9th trick.  This line has various ways to win:

· Trumps may be 2-2 all the time in which case the Diamond ruff will materialize anyway as the 10th trick.

· Even if trumps are 3-1, it is quite likely that the defense will be unable to stop the Diamond ruff later in the play … the trump singleton would probably be with East, and he is also likely to have ♦KQ (remember, he did not lead a Spade so is unlikely to have the A♠ and the K♠, what does he have for his Double?)

· Finally, if trumps are 3-1, and if the defense is able to prevent the Diamond ruff, then the Clubs can still provide a 10th trick if the J♣ is with East.

So, the recommended line of play (when trumps turn out to be 2-2) is:


Win the 8♥ on the board


Spade won by East’s Ten


Heart continuation won on the board
            (both defenders following)


Spade ruff


Cross to the A♦

Spade ruff

Now a Club is led towards the board and 10 tricks are assured.
	
	♠ Q9532
♥ AQ8
♦ A4
♣ KT2
	

	♠ KJT
♥ J6
♦ KQ75
♣ A986
	         Dummy

West              East  

        Declarer
	♠ A874
♥ 43
♦ 9862
♣ J74

	
	♠ 6
♥ KT9752
♦ JT3
♣ Q53
	


Keys to Success
· Deducing that Spades are most likely to be 4-3

· Realizing that setting up the long Spade has additional ways to win

· Using Dummy’s entries to ruff out the Spades

… Defend
The opponents arrive in 3NT after this auction:

West
North
East
South


Pass
Pass
Pass


1NT
Pass
2♣
Pass


2♥
Pass
2NT
Pass


3♥
Pass
4♥
Pass


Pass
Pass
West’s 1NT showed 15-17, then, after bidding on over 2NT, he is presumably at the upper end of that range, no doubt with 5 Hearts.

North leads the Spade Two, which, according to your lead agreements, could be 3rd or 5th best.
	          North

Declarer  Dummy
          South
	♠ K53
♥ 853
♦ Q52
♣ AT93

	♠ T974
♥ K62
♦ 64
♣ J742
	   Board 21



Dummy’s King wins the first trick, Declarer playing the Jack.

What is Declarer’s distribution?  Partner’s lead is no doubt from a 3-card suit, so give Declarer three Spades also.  That would make Declarer 3=5=3=2 or 3=5=2=3.  If Declarer has just two Diamonds then our Partner has 6 of them along with 10 or 11 HCP’s, surely she would have opened 1♦ or 2♦ with such a hand.  All in all, there is a strong presumption that Declarer is 3=5=3=2.
Where are Declarer’s 16-17 HCP’s?  That play on the first trick was most revealing, Declarer appears to have ♠ AQJ, and Partner’s 10-11 points are obviously elsewhere.
There is plenty of room in Partner’s hand for the A♥ and a high Diamond, wouldn’t you say?  Indeed there is!  So, when Declarer leads a low Heart from the board at Trick Two, you know what you must do!  Yes, you will rise majestically with the K♥ and, assuming that the King holds, you’ll shift to a Diamond.  Whether Partner has the K♦ or the A♦ it matters not, one way or another you’ll score a Diamond ruff and beat the contract one trick.
	
	♠ 862
♥ A9
♦ KJT93
♣ Q65
	

	♠ AQJ
♥ QJT74
♦ A87
♣ K8
	          North

Declarer   Dummy  

          South
	♠ K53
♥ 853
♦ Q52
♣ AT93

	
	♠ T974
♥ K62
♦ 64
♣ J742
	


Savor for a moment, the beauty of your K♥ play at Trick Two!  Sleepily playing low here leads to an easy 10 tricks for Declarer.  Of course, that exotic play was so much easier in the knowledge that Declarer was almost certainly 3=5=3=2, and the lessons are:
· Take the trouble to figure out what Partner’s holding is in the led suit (made easier here by the 3rd and 5th lead convention)

· Deduce what Declarer distribution is consistent with that opening lead, and with the bidding, and also with the bids that were not made (in this case, North’s failure to bid Diamonds).
Having made your spectacular K♥ play to set the contract, don’t wait for a standing ovation.  No, these plays are routine for a player of your caliber, people expect them.  More important that you should remember to congratulate Partner for her fine opening lead.  If she leads something other than a Spade, the contract will be made, one way or another.

Post Script 

Let’s note that the K♥ play at Trick Two could also be a spectacular disaster!  Partner might have ♥Jx or ♥QJ, in which case your masterstroke will cost you a trump trick.  And then there is our favorite scenario … Partner has ♥AJ or ♥AQ, so the play of the K♥ at Trick Two compresses one of the defense’s three natural trump tricks … no matter, the trick comes back (if North has a high Diamond) via a Diamond ruff.  “Making three trump tricks the artistic way” is the best way to reassure Partner in this situation.
Brian Gunnell
