
20th February 2008 
Convention of the Week
MINOR SUIT TRANSFERS
 

After a strong 1NT opening, the use of Jacoby Transfers for the majors is almost universal nowadays.  And extending this to include the minor suits is becoming pretty popular, too.  If you are playing Jacoby Transfers, then you are building your No Trump system around this starting point:

          
1NT   
2♣                 
Stayman
          
1NT  
2♦                  
Transfer to Hearts

          
1NT   
2♥                 
Transfer to Spades

Major suit transfers have freed up 2♠ for other purposes, such as: 


1NT
2♠              
Transfer to Clubs

         
1NT  
2NT               
Transfer to Diamonds

What type of hand is appropriate for a Minor Suit Transfer?  First and foremost, you need 6 or more cards in the minor suit … 5 is not enough!  And strength-wise?  Just like a major suit transfer, any strength is possible, it all depends on the follow-up.
 

This schema raises two questions:

(a)    As 2♠ is a transfer to Clubs, we have an intermediate step … we can bid 2NT along the way … or we can bid 3♣ directly.  Clearly, these two bids should have different meanings.  Similarly, with our 2NT transfer to Diamonds, we have two ways of getting to 3♦.

(b)   As 2NT is a transfer to Diamonds, how are we supposed to invite to 3NT?  How do we replace that good old-fashioned 1NT-2NT invitational sequence?  We'll come to that shortly.

 

Accepting the Transfer – Or Not
 

      
1NT   
2♠       

1NT   
2♠
          
2NT                           
3♣
 

The common style is for one of these sequences to say “I like Clubs” and the other to say “I don’t like Clubs”.  Some partnerships use the so-called “pre-accept” method, whereby they make the intervening bid (in this case 2NT) to say “I like them” … and bid the suit directly to say “I don’t like them”.  And then there are those who do quite the reverse, and use the “bid them if you like them” approach.

 

Don’t get hung up on which is the better of these two styles, it’s not that important, there are arguments both ways.  Just be aware that there are different ways to play these Minor Suit Transfers, and make sure that you and your Partner are in synch.  Our own preference is to “bid ‘em if we like ‘em”, and, for convenience, that’s the style we use in the examples.

 

Examples
♠ 8, ♥ J83, ♦ JT9765, ♣ T65

The chances are that this hand belongs in a Diamond part-score, not in 1NT.  Playing in 2♦ is not an option, thanks to our use of Jacoby, the best we can do is to bid 2NT, transferring to Diamonds.  Partner can now bid 3♣ or 3♦, but, either way, we’ll end up in 3♦.  As you can see, it does not matter whether or not Opener says he likes Diamonds, we are playing in 3♦ regardless.

 

♠ 74, ♥ K87, ♦ AT8743, ♣ 75

But, here is a hand where Opener’s opinion does matter.  If he has some kind of a fit in Diamonds, then 3NT will have a fighting chance, but with no such fit we’ll have trouble getting those Diamonds established in No Trump and would be better advised playing in 3♦ where the Diamonds will be able to score some tricks as the trump suit.  
♠ 74, ♥ K8, ♦ AT8743, ♣ Q76

We’ve made the previous hand a little bit stronger.  Would you wheel out that minor suit transfer machinery again?  No, we don’t think so … here the hand is strong enough to take a shot at game regardless.  It won’t always make, but we would give it a try.

 

 

Defining a Fit
We’ve said that Opener will bid Responder’s minor with a “fit” in the suit.  What defines a fit?  Perhaps a good rule of thumb is a holding that has chances to bring in Axxxxx or Kxxxxx for one loser:

 

            Ax, Kx            These holdings are a fit

            xx                    Not nearly good enough.

            xxxx                This is good enough, despite 



the absence of high cards.

            Qxx                 Good enough.

            JTx                  Just about good enough.

 

How about 3 small?  The third card is useful, and we would suggest that you consider it a fit with an otherwise good hand, and a non-fit with an otherwise bad hand.  How about a holding of Qx?  This is a toughie!  If Opener has KJ5432, we like our holding, but if he has A65432 we don’t.
 

Inviting in No Trump
Minor Suit Transfers give up something, namely the invitational 2NT bid directly over the 1NT opening.  No problem, just go via Stayman with that type of hand, even though you do not hold a 4-card major. 

            1NT     2♣
            2 any   2NT                 
Invitational to 3NT.  Responder may or may not have a 4-card major in this sequence.

 

            1NT     2♣
            2 any   3NT                 
In this sequence, Responder does have a 4-card major … without one he would just have bid 3NT directly, and not bothered with Stayman.

  

Weak Minor Two-Suiters
♠ 86, ♥ 5, ♦ JT965, ♣ T7432
If Partner opens 1NT, we would prefer to play this one in 3 of his better minor, how do we do that?  Simple!  We bid 2NT, transferring to Diamonds … if Opener likes Diamonds, he bids 3♦, and that’s where he’ll play it … if Opener does not like Diamonds, he will bid 3♣, and, again that is where he will play it (in the hopeful expectation that surely his Clubs are better than his poor Diamonds).  By the way, when we said that we prefer the “bid ‘em if you like ‘em” approach, it was the handling of two-suiters that was our deciding factor.
 

Strong Minor Two-Suiters
♠ A6, ♥ 7, ♦ KQ874, ♣ KJT52
Partner opens 1NT yet again, and you can visualize a minor suit slam opposite the right hand … and opposite other hands, you’ll no doubt prefer to be in just game, usually the better scoring 3NT.  The method for showing this hand type is to bid 2♠, transferring to Clubs, and then to bid 3♦.  This is forcing to game, and tells Opener that you are typically 5-5 in the minors with a good hand, often a slammish one.  How does Opener proceed?  As we are running short of space, we must refer you to the wednesdaygame.com for more details.
Minor One-Suiters
♠ 9, ♥ A83, ♦ K62, ♣ AQJ764
Another hand with slam potential, this one with length in just one of the minors.  With this hand-type, Responder transfers to his minor, and then bids 3 of a major.  Let’s see how it works:

 
♠ KQJ5           ♠ 9

♥ KQ6             ♥ A83

♦ QJ9              ♦ K62

♣ KT5             ♣ AQJ764
Opener likes Clubs if Partner is merely trying to get to game … but he does not want to cooperate if slam is being investigated.  A good auction here would be 1NT 2♠, 3♣ 3♥, 3NT Pass.  What does 3♥ mean here?  We suggest that it simply shows a Heart control (first- or second-round).  And 1NT 2♠, 3♣ 3♠?  Denies a Heart control, shows a Spade control.  


♠ A853            ♠ 9

♥ QJ6              ♥ A83

♦ AQ93           ♦ K62

♣ K8               ♣ AQJ764
On this deal, a good start would be 1NT 2♠, 3♣ 3♥.  Opener is too slammish to suggest 3NT, even though he only has doubleton Club support.  3♠ is indicated here, showing something in Spades and a hand that is prepared to cooperate in a slam-hunt.

Post Script  Another common method is for Responder’s second bid to show shortness.
Another Post Script   These minor suit slam auctions work better when the partnership uses Redwood and/or Minorwood as its Roman Key Card method.
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